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BOOK formity. A prefatory motto was taken in Archbishop ^^ Whately's plain-spoken sentence: "It makes all the difference in the world whether we put Truth in the first place or in the second place." It was the age of science, new knowledge; searching criticism, followed by multiplied doubts and shaken beliefs. What was well called the margin of difficulty in the case of religious conformity provoked inevitable discussion, and my chapters opened some portions of the field. Privy Council judgments and other things had planted good men on a narrow knife-edge of conscience. Newman in well-known words had drawn such men: "Mistiness is the mother of wisdom. A man who can set down half a dozen general propositions which escape from destroying one another only by being diluted into truisms; who can hold the balance so skilfully as to do without fulcrum or beam; who never enunciates a truth without guarding himself against being supposed to exclude the contradictory; who holds that Scripture is the only authority, yet that the Church is to be deferred to. ... This is your safe man." Mill said the same : "In the present age the writers of reputation and influence are those who take something from both sides of the great controversies, and make out that neither extreme is right, nor wholly wrong/7 This was in 1854, the eve of a sweeping turn of the tide. For a season, literature was a weapon and an arm, not merely a liberal art.
If mistiness was a mischief in one field, the subordination of truth and principle to political or individual expediency from day to day was another. Well might one ask whether absurdity could go further than when the most important of newspapersy wish my life to be shaped quite differently from theirs. For instance it                        Hn taken prisoner said that he met with nothing so discouraging as the evident sincerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
